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b Explanat ote h-,.é‘,‘.f
During his flight to England on Decenber Sth, 1970, Jil
Mr, J.R. Croas kindly connonted to answer a nusber of

questions that were put to him by the undoraigned con-
cerning the imp ons he had gathersd of the FLQ.

Travelling on the flight were:

Mr. Cross

His daughter Susan

- Lord Dunressil of the Aricish High Commission
M, J.M. Déry of External Affairs

Mr, D. Cornett, External Affairs

Constable R, Bonnett, RCHP

Mr. J.M. Davey, PMO

The interview took place at & table in the front
of the plane in the presence of Lord Dunrossil and ¥r. Déry,
who themselves asked ore or two questions. Conatable
Bennett joined us briefly and alno anked one quastion.

The conversation was recorded, but because of the
background aircraft engine noise, it is of poor guality.
An attempt has been made to transcribe, as faithfully
as possible, the recorded remarks, but in one or tWo
cases it has boon nocessary to make an interpretation
of what was actually said. A certain number of repetiticus
romarks have also been edited out.

The transcript is, I believe, as cosplete and as
faithful as possible, but if there are any doubts it
can ba checked against the original,



THANECRT 1 s J. 0. CROSS
DECEMBER &, 1970

DAVEY: Weo pow have a pretty good picture of why events in

Guebec moved from where they were, starting with the
kidnapping of yourself and Mr. Laporte, to & major
erisis. There were many elements involved, and we have
put some of the pieces together. What we would really
1ike to get is the bost possible understanding of the
kind of people they were, the things that motivate them,
their ideological beliefs, the posaibillty of crders
from above, how they reacted to Laporte’s murder, the
War Measures Act, ingquest procesdings, what their plans
might be for the future, their mentality. It is .
essentially things of this order.

Well, I think the most interesting thing for me, and
possibly for you, is the question of their political |
beliefs. I discussed this a great deal the first feow

days. After that, I'm afraid, I became very tired -

my Fronch isn't good encugh really to conduct long,
invalved, philosophical discussicns in French. After
e death of Laporte, I didn't really want te talk




cRoss:  (Cont'd)

first one is a reading of Quebec history. They are very
full of all the events of Quebec history. They have studied
it. One of the girls particularly, I think probably had

a history degree. And they see the total of Quebec

history as the series of two centuries or three centuries

of oppressicn, the first by the Seigneura of France,

since 1759 by les Anglais, and now by the Americans.

i' They see the Qu&ﬁsc people as an oppressed celonial

] p-upllu who are now struggling for national liberation. e
' And T would have said that this is the spark plug of

_[I . the group I was with. How far this is true of the other

:_ groups, I "”’." know, but I would slightly go away from

h ‘ your area of feslings, I would say that this is the
_driving force rather than the international side.

The second driving force is what I would call, for want
of a better term revolutionary Harxism, and revolutionary

Marxism in torms not of Russia, which they regard as state
_capitalism. Not mo much of China, about which they scem

‘to know very little, but about the peasant revolutions
~ of Cuba, and particularly of Algeria. And it's from
W"E"‘W draw their main Lnton-umn :
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cRoss: (cont'd)

The literature they gave me was firstly Vallidres'

book, which they seem to regard as a very good statement
from the Quebec polnt of view; and asccondly, the works
of Franz Fanon on the Algerian position. They also
gave me scme stuff on South America, and one of the

. things they showed me was an article in Ramparts

: { by one of the Brazilians who is now in Algeria.

| ; So that if I were to define their aims, they are to

ereate an independent, socialist Quebec, soclalist a
in Algerian terms, and an independent socialist Quebec '
[

which is brought about by violence. HNow violence is an

essential theme of this, and what I would like to do .

when I get to London is try and find out from our people
whether Fanon's book, “The Damned of the Earth®, ia
'avlllllh:a in English because I read it in French. It's
a difficult book to read. I don't know enough of Algerian
and Worth African history to take up his allusions and
I may have missed some of the points. But fronwhat I

. the is ghly
~people, and these people dofino the Quebec people, and
when I say the Quebec poople T mean the French, the
@8 a colonialized people, ara full of
‘mmm xm-hmmmtm’-

thus. A colonialized




ghoas:  (Cont'd)

that you have among eolonialized peoples a very high
rate of violence, a very high rate of murder, a very
high rate of family crimes. You have things like
outburstn of tribal war, you have aescret socletion

like the Leopard men, you have the release of violence

| in tribal dances. Now the sole way to cleanse the soul,
! to liberate these people, the sole way to achieve a
catharsis, to make them a free people, is to achleve

a revolution by viclence. A revolution by peaceful
meann, if this is not a contradiction in terms, a

changs of power by peaceful means, is a betrayal because
all it does is replace the metropolitan bourgeois by a
local bourgeois who has been trained in the metropelitan
image. And all they do is adopt the metropolitan
institutions. And because they are loss efficient than
the metropoliten bourgeois, you are merely in a worse

situation than before.

8o therefore the aim of the FLG is, by viclent means,
to bring about an overthrow of the Government in

%mum-nsnmaunu. Mnm’
£ u;m::ﬁm i




ERoas: (Cont'd}

by acting in the sass way as the Polahevik terror
squads, the Irish Republican Army, the Irgun #wal
Loumi, or probably even more the Stern Gang - I don't
know how far you're familiar with them, but they
combine some of these. I was in Palestine in '46

in the King David Notel wvhon it was blown up, so I
have some experience with this. They would regard

theaselves in the role of either the Stern Gang or

the Irgun Bwal Leuml in this situation. DBy dramatizing,

by forcing, the situations which arise, like the taxi,

like the struggle for a French language, 1like the workers
[' of St. Menri, like the Gaspé situation, to make the

situation worse, to force the Government into represaive

operations, and to create a situation in which the

anglophones would give up and clear out, and therefors
@ change would take place. They do not, I think, see

themselves, - 1 mado joken about mesting them when they
were Ministers and recelving them in London and giving
them diplomatic b b I know very well the

British government would shake hands with anybedy. ALL
we noed in'time. The momont they arrive with a contract
- for ten fighters, they would be received at Huckingham




ERosg:  (Cont'd)

in which this independent Quebec can come about.
But with violencp an the essential ingredient. And
that really, I think on the broad political level,

is the fundassntsl spproach which I got.

I tried then to go on to discuss their Marxiss., I
H think they claim themselves to be Marxists, but my
foeling is that their intellectual basis in Marxiss
im very weak. Thoy have read very little in sons
things, they have probably read the Comsunist
manifesto. But they didn't seem to know anything very
much; they had the ABC of Communism in the place, but
they seemed to know very little really of the fundamental -
developnents of Comsunism. They had very little idea
of how the new independent Quebec state was going to
be organized. They sort of mouthed parrot phrases
from Vallidres book about autogestion of factories and

things.

Did they regard Vallibres as the intellectual leader
of this group? 5 f

‘Well, I wouldn't have said necessarily intellectual




d Chosg: (Cont'd) 1
] Who's going to run independent Quebsc, they had no |
roal idea, They resembled, Ithink, very much the
anarchist syndicalists in Catalonias in "36 and *38.

This was their sort of great weakness when one tried

i to get into an intellectual discussion. They hadn't

jl! | got to the second stage; they had got to the revelution
stage, but they hadn't got the dictatorship of proletariat
stage and they certainly hadn't got to the erganization
of the state stage. And that really is the gist. If you
ask me queations, other things may come back to me. But 4
that is the gist of my appreciation of their pelitical

thought. i
PAVEY: What impression did you £Inrn of their organization as

such? I moan did you get the impression it was a large
-nusber of cells who were working, that there was a Mu‘nr:fhy)
Were they taking orders from anyone, of were they operating
on an independent basia? ’

All T can give you is an impression. My impressisn

1 e that there is a of and

~ other members of the cell do not neceasarily know,
8nd that there are certain broad guidelines laid down.
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{Cont da)

off and do things. And once they decide to do it,

it's left protty much on their own whether they will

use for security reasons other cells for communication.
There was obviously communications between Chenler and
Libération; there was communication, T think, with
another, then another comsunications cell. But that
there i no, as it were, in a detailed sense, & goneral
council of the FLO which would be meeting and then decide

what we're going to do next.

The targets of say kidnapping in 1970, by what means
would those objectives be arcived at?

Well, I think that some early time in the year sonebody
laid these down, perhaps three or four people meeting
together who then went off and passed mossages to other
people. But this was all sheer deduction on my part froa
vague things. I heard very little mlly of what they
were talking about.

How did they react, for example, to Mr. Laporte’s murder?

. They knew about it. They know he was desd, before it

came on. You'll find in the police record two contra=
dictory statemsnts. On the Friday ugm., and I m‘t




y
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chogs:  (Cont'd)

whether Lt was Trudeau of whether it wan Bourassa, of
vhether 1t vas Dourassa, or whether it was both of them,
but after one of the statements, the girl, Cossette-

§ Trudel, sald - I heard her clearly - "Laporte est mort."s

'# Now it'm impossible for me to really judge the terms

id, “Laporte est mort?s,

1 - in which she said it, whather she
Il or whether Lt was a statement of fact. I took it to mean,
hecause there was than some talk of Laporte used,

A that a plan had been worked out between the two cellules

1 that in cortain events, certain things would happen and
that {f there was a complete rejection, Laporte would be
xilled. I mean I deduced this after, that I would be held, |
©n the other hand, certainly when Laporte's death was
announced, it was no surprise to them. They knew it.

*  Om the other hand, one of them, whom 1 new think to be
Lanctot, or now know to be I.nw‘wt.. told me that he
wan sick to his stosach when he heard of Lapbrte's
death. These are twe, in a sense contradictory state—

p ments, and now I can't reconcile them.
1

B oVEy: 74 'the fiFet wtalement wero made on the Fridwy lghk,
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Are we mure of this? The police didn‘t soem, when
I talked to them, to be terribly cloar. Thera 1s
pome doubt as to whether the folding of the body
in the trunk might affect the post mortem. But
this is somothing that you'll want to check.

DAVEY: Going back to one of the other things you said, you
said that there sesned to be some understandlng of
what would happen after Laperte had been captured and

various OVents....

Ko, not from the beginning. T think this was established

E

during the week of Laporte's kidnapping.
DAVEY: There must have been communicationa?

CROSS: Oh there was communication. I heard about how Laporte
was being treated about Monday. I was told that he was
being such worse treated than I was, that he was babbling 1
avay all the time and finding difficulty in keeping :
control of himself. -

How did they react to the War Measures Act, to such
Did they expect this?

‘massive response.

!Iml: n‘ppaau to almost m

, I don't think so.



cross:  (Cont'd) : !

gontrary to British justice., And I found this the
most amazing statement and I kept on pointing Lt out

to them, But they were most indignant about what they
regarded as retroactive legislation which they regarded

as contrary to British justice.

| DAVEY: Mow did they react to various personalities like Mr.

Trudeau, Me. BouTassd....?
CROSE: They laughed at them.
DAVEY: What about Rend Levesque?

CROSS: Oh they had respect for Lovesque, but they weren't

going to take any notice of him. They regarded Levesque, -
to go back to our previous analogies, I suppose rather

as the Irgun Zwal Leuml regarded mnb hoad of the Jewlsh

e : e

DAVEY: And the Clauds Ryans, and the Laborges, and people like i
that? 3 | A

They laughed at them, really. They regard Claude Ryan
“as somecns who has sat on the fence 8o long, ....they
laughed at the Archbishop.

Shnvieh -



_tell you that. It was in very fast French. But Madame

eSS

Oh thoy thought Chartrand was a good chap, but not
much more. My impression was that they thought people
like Chartrand and Lemieux wore peacple who went around

shooting their mouths off....
ssssRobart Lomieux?

Robert Lemieux. ....who weren't really in the organization.

This would be my guess. But is is oply an impression.
How did they react to the ingquest proceedings?

They were fascinated by the shole thing and followed
it terribly clossly. They didn't give any great response

or reaction.

Did you get any sense of factions or dissent at il

in the FLQ ranks in terms of what was happening?

There were a whola lot of heated arguments but !
I coildn't follow them, thoy wers teo fast, I think

thoy were mostly about tactics on communiques and

things and about what they should do next. But I can't

Cossotte Trudel kept on. She was a very vielent bitch.
m'hiptoli M:t!.ig anmomunmm'm

It
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What impression did you form of them as just human
beings? ....if this is possible cutside of the

mituation?

Personally, they were very kind to me - except for

that wosen., She was, I think, as so many female revolu-
tionaries are, so dedicated that she allowed her personal
foelings to mix with her political foelings. The rest
were very kind te me, treated me politely, but they were
absolutely dedicated. They had committed themsslves to
this and they had comaitted themselyes, I think, to go to
death in this cause. And in mome ways I think they would
have bsen happy to have beon killed in the cause of

being sort of martyrs of the revolution.

And yot in most of the other cases, immediately the Lo
have been by + by muperior forces,
usually they have glven in fairly quiekly.

e
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: Wo, T can't, because remesber until two o'cloze on
Thursday morning I couldn't distinguish whe was Who.
1 mean it'e very difficult to distisguish volces
g o in a foreign language. Lanctot, I think now, was the
| man who did most of the negotiations with me. He, I
would say, is somebody - T don't know what his father
was = my guesn is that his background would be very
similar to Vallibres', semsone brought up in a working-
class background, with great frustrations in his life, "
unable to achieve what he wanted. Funnily enough,
and now it comes back to me, one merning they brought
in to me two words in English. Now what the hell were
they? The words will come back to mo. They were i
something like embittered - two words which would

d to’ achiov hi

describe n man who has mp
and has failed and is embittered against the whole -
“world. They were trying to get me to translate
these into French., And 1 would have said that this
was, in @ mpense, Lanctot, that he was, he tried to do

» _various things and things that failed on his, and he had
& torrible bitterness against the whole establishment in

Quesbec, And they were all - it reminded one very much
of m' about Communimm - they were all full of sort
©f parrot phrases about, which appear all through the
 communiques, about big bonses in Westmoust, Pawer
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¥r Do they have any mense of humour at all?

Oh, yea. It was strange in the aidst of the worst
situations, one burat cut laughing., I was just talling
- Susan. At 3 o'clock on Thursday morning as we were

| all sitting therc with a thousand police and soldiers
all arcund us, they were writing out the message that
: ; they threw out, and each of them, you know, added a
fow words, say this, say that, say the other. And then
as they finished 'it, somchody saild, "Ah, but put in

nous vaincroms." And at that moment we all burat out im

a howl of laughter. It seemsd so absurd in the ss.m-um..-
And there was anather occasion, T don't know if you f
remenber, when the police arrested the wrong Bernard
Lortie in Hull, And T turned to them and said, "Ah,
you see what's gone wrong, you've arrested the wrong
‘Me. Cross.® And you know here were roars of laughter
ofi that occasion. There was a lot of humour shbout the
situation, Particularly when people would come on and

. make statements which were, in the circumstances, absurd,

you know, that I had departed to Switzerland or that

_ Lanctot was in Mexico, or that 1 was kept gngged, bound,

immﬂwﬂmuuww!«b There




™ many people wers you actually dealing with?

To the best of ny knowledge, I was dealing with aix
people, four men and two women, one of the women

who left mome wooks ago.
How many did you see on a regular basias?

CROSS: 1 never saw anybody - their faces - but all of them R '
would come into the room sometime during the day and '
at nighta they would pretty all be sitting in the rooa,
except, 1 think, they probably always left one outside.
Except for Carbonneau, who I think came to the house ahicut'
&

two weeks after the kidnapping. [
DAVEY: When you say you didn't see their faces....

CROSS: I never saw thoir faces in the house, I told the X
‘police this, so I den't think you'll need the details

of the actual modalities of my holding. s

But that would mean pretty rigorous montality and
discipline....

:lhip__luhl.y rigorous diacipline. There were i
pacple guarding me, at least two people
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‘8o that when I was saying at the beginning that thoss
people had more in common with the Mooists in Vancouwver
than with the PQ, what I was implying was in the
revolutionary lo‘nue. As they would say of the PQ in
much of their own literature, it's just substituting
an Anglo American bourgeois for a Fronch Canadian
bourgeois. And you find in many of their documents

that they are contemptuoun of the PO.

CROSS: T didn't get that impression that they Were contemptuous
of the PQ. I think they would regard the FO as an
instrument, I think that as I said, as a John the Baptist,

i who would serve its purpose in one of the measures

of drawing attenticn to the problems of Quebec.

DAVEY: Did they have any sense of plans for the future beyond
. the shont term? Was there any sort of timetable in
their minds for achieving the things they are aiming

at?

| CROS§: Ho. The long term plan, they said to me, we don't Know'
i that we will ses indeponderce in our time, but perhaps

in our children's time. The short term, the enly thiag
L an naun, and T mentioned unu to the pnuu. !



£ MWe found that,

This terrified me, the thought of that being opened I l

by kids on Chrl-ak-n. morning. |

Latin America, which you mentioned. Did you ferm any
impression they were patterning thesselves on what

was happening down there? On Marighelln or Guevara?

EROSS: Oh, yes. The name of Marighells wasn't mentioned
to me nor Ché Guevara. But they gave mo one book

on the Brazilian thing and they obviously had studied

Ahe Brazilian kidnapping adtuation,

i, A

DAVEY: Who did they acquire their beliefs from? To be pretty

well indoctrinated in that way, to think in that way, %
they must hl\;‘l done a fair amount ni studying. Does

_this trace back to any location like in the University'

of Montreal or circles in Montreal.....

CHOSS: Oh I don't know. My impresmsion ia that at least

one of them had been to university, one or perhaps two,
but I couldn't say. I don't know whother Lanctot was
‘ever at university. I wouldn't know.

: Jacques Lanctot had his political beginning
tw Socialist Labour League in Connda, Did |
“hi ticipa with the Socialls




£ The youth in the CEGEPs and in the universities
are very much a focus of attention of thess poople.
Did you get any sense that they were concentrating
on them at all?

EROSE: No, only in the sense that they vere terribly pleassd
with theas measures of support from CEOEPA, I mean, this
was one of the things they were alming at., But 1 would
have thought that they would regard themselves as an
action cell and it would be other pecple‘s job to,
as it were, you know actually go out and do the stirring

up.

DAVEY: You say that thoy laughed at Trudeau and Bourasss and
those people. Do they make any connection at all with T
them, do they have any sort of feelings other than
total disnissal?

Total disaissal.

Establishment figures who have no
senas of the reality of Quebec,

HAve they respect for any pecple outside of their
own group in Canada or any people in Canada or the

 Btatea? 3
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As far ap I could gather. To come back to my original 2
peint, I think the dominant feature is Quebec naticnaliss

to which somsthing else is added, rather than International
Communism with a national flavour. This would be my

gue;

So, otherwise, they are a sort of avant gardo in a
wacuum, aren't they, unless you really know what they're y

an avant garde for? Did you get a fesling of their being

an avant garde at all, that scmething was going to happen

after they'd done thelr work, oF....7

CROSS: Mo, I mean I don't think they'd got beyond this. 1
think their timescale as I sald was a fairly long one. [

DUNROSSIL: Btrictly an operatien? .

CROSS: An operation to achieve Quebec indopendence.

DAVEY: To whit sert of things would they be sensitive if you
wanted to get back at them?

1 don't think they're sensitive to anything. I mean
they are committed to revolution, and how de ’ui re-



: i

Did they give you any indication from enrlier converss= \

tion, talking about rovolutionary sctlien, did they

receive any hopo eoventual ly to get moral or physical

' suppert from revolutionary states, like Alguria? Thers
have been reperts that they have boeen to Algeris to sesk
support and te Cuba. Did they at any time mention

even hopon?

m: I wasn't talking with them in these terms. I was
talking with them in terms of trying to find out their
political beliofs. The only thing I did know, and I
think it is clear, that one of thesm, two of them, had

i g visited the Cuban conmulate in Montreal. They knew the

namo of the ex-Cuban consul, the chap who was therfe acse ]

months age. They knew about the Cuban consulate in

Montreal.

How did they regard the French froa France?

LCROSS: Mo real interest, no real contact. They roared with
laughter whan people suggested that de Gaulle was
rosponsible for sll this. They roared with laughter

. when pecple suggested that the Deuxibme Bureau had



What about this Dritish sense of justice? You mentioned

that they didn't like the ldea of retrosctivity. Was that
4in the sense that some trick was being pulled on them, .
that this was a gane that you were invelved in, or was

it just something that was going to make things mora
difficule?

No, I mean, it's clear that they just thought that the
rules of the game are that you have British rules of law |
and order and you chaps have gone and changed the rules

of the game, and this bloody well wasn't fair.

in other words, -their type of mctivity won't flourish
where British justice flourishes because they are the
chaps Who are shaking up the box.

' 1 don't think they've goné that far., You're in the
‘game, and then these are the rules of the gane and
pomebody changes the rules. You can change the rules.
1t's bloody unfalr. The Government is supposed to
bohave differontly from us.

think that's great.
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